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B.I.G. Love...to renew your hope, make you smile, and love you up!

Mark the Date!

BIG Love has come so far in such a short amount of time. I look back over the 
last two years and think…how in the world did all this come together in the 
midst of our brokenness. It seems impossible. We are continually humbled 
and overwhelmed by God’s “design” and provision for BIG Love. I love to 
see His hand at work…and more often than not, it is entirely without our 
assistance. Chaney and I just get to sit back and watch as God orders and 

creates and prepares…it truly heals our hearts and builds our faith to witness 
His involvement. And from time to time, we are able to grab a hold of a more 

eternal perspective as we catch glimpses of His plan. We see how small we are…
how short life is….and how our lives in this moment in time have a very specific 

purpose. Perhaps sometimes…we perceive the word “purpose” as having 
a great, big, dynamic quality…an American-Success quality. When God’s 
purpose for us is often much simpler than we could ever possibly imagine. 
As we have spent the last five years in brokenness…with so much pain that 

breathing was a chore…and on many days all we could do was lay prostrate on 
the floor with our faces pressed to the ground….beseeching God for mercy…
wishing only to bury ourselves deep within the dirt and mud.  After such, there 
is not much left…no dreams, no hopes, no promises, no purpose, no desires, 

no plans, no future…nothing. Just emptiness. However, through all the sorrow, 
anger and doubt, God’s spirit has remained. I can’t explain this really…except 

to say that God “keeps” those who are His. And in time, He gently restores 
and leads us down paths of purpose once again…paths of “selfless” loving and 

giving and serving. Our prayer for you is that 
you may know that no matter how much turmoil there is on the outside…

God’s spirit remains….He has not left you…you are His.

Barbara Ostdeik, Brenda Gage, Sandra Hill, Amie Wainwright, Misty Jamison, Christy 
Mooney, Suzelle Martin, Sherri Foster, Sharron Phillips, Monette Smith, Sharon 

McReynolds, Charmel Paholek, Kim Adams, Randye Slaughter, Carol Hynes, Betsy 
Farkas, Marshall Sharp, Rita Benton, Dennis Smith, Melinda Watt, Janice Murphy and 

AmerCable, Laney Mitchum, Meredith Denton, and Peni Green.

Our Beginning
B.I.G.Love Cancer Care Services 
was established in honor of our 

five year old daughter, 
Brooke Alyson Phillips, 

after her battle with acute myeloid 
leukemia. After two years of 

fighting courageously through 
intense chemotherapy and a

 bone marrow transplant at Texas 
Children’s Hospital, we had to 
say goodbye to our sweet girl. 

She waits for us in heaven now…
and we daily hold onto the hope 
that we will see her again one 
day. Until then, our family is 

determined to love like she loved 
us. Although she taught us many 

things throughout her two years of 
treatment…like how to trust, 
believe, persevere, and have 
faith…she also taught us how 

deep and long and high and wide 
love can really be. She had a 

special love for all her people, and 
she never ceased in expressing 

it. Even during her last days in the 
intensive care unit at Arkansas 

Children’s Hospital, she still 
managed to love BIG all her 

people. She sent out hundreds of 
kisses and gave the I Love You 

sign to everyone in the room. She 
told us repeatedly, “I love you up 
the sky.” In Brooke’s five years of 
life, she truly captured our hearts, 
changed our lives and loved us 
up. Brooke not only loved all her 

people, but she cared deeply 
about the cancer kids around her. 
She prayed for them when they 

were crying and took them things 
to cheer them up. It is our desire 
to honor Brooke by serving and 
extending B.I.G. Love to other 
cancer kids and their families 
who are having to endure the 

intense burden and strain that we 
ourselves have had to face. 

We will follow the example of our 
sweet and loving 

Mermaid Princess! 

Second Childhood Cancer Walk and Run 
Saturday, March 7, 2009 – Bates Park

Angleton, TX 
2009 Pledge Drive

Support BIG Love monthly for 2009 and receive a 
Unique B.I.G. Love Calendar.  For ease of giving, you 

can sign up through Paypal, Direct Electronic Deposit or 
through your credit card. Just complete the form on page 

two and mail in the enclosed envelope..

Brooke’s Incredible Gift

Thank You for Sponsoring Mother’s 
Day and Father’s Day Baskets! 
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Dear friends and family,
 It is our desire to purchase a 25 foot 
plus travel trailer to park at a camp ground 
close to the Houston medical center. We 
would use the trailer for families that are 
coming from long distances to receive cancer 
treatment at Texas Children’s or MD Ander-
son. We have had several calls from families 
needing a place to stay…and we ourselves 
while in treatment had to rent an apartment 
in Houston for about five months. This is a 
very real…very practical need…that will 
help many families. We even have a family 
that lives close to the camp ground that has 
offered to help maintain the property for us, 
greet our families and have a welcome basket 
ready for them when they arrive. What an 
incredible way to love someone in the midst 
of crisis. Below is an e-mail I received a few 
months back from someone I have never met. 
May it challenge and bless your heart…as it 
has done mine.

 “In the recent months I truly feel that God has laid on my 
heart a real urgency about using our resources to meet very 
real needs.  What I love about BIG love is that it addresses 
very specific in the moment life changing needs.  I live 
in north Houston in the Woodlands.  It is a very “fluffy” 
place to live needless to say.  I have just felt such frustration 
and sadness when I look around at all the fluff and try to 
balance that against hurting people right here.  To know 
that something as simple as parking passes can relieve a 
huge burden from these families and to know how quickly 
we can drop $100 at Wal-Mart without thinking just has 
come to really be a burden in my heart...if that makes sense.  
I believe that there are people that not only can help, but 
want to help if they just knew how. God is working here I 
know I just don’t see the whole picture yet.  I would count 
it a privilege and a joy to be able to help out BIG love here 
in Houston!  What can I do and where can I start?

If you would like to help with this new 
project...our BIG Love Travel Trailer, please 
contact me via email. If you would like 
to help financially, just send your dona-
tion “marked travel trailer” in the envelope 
enclosed. No gift is too small! We hope to 
report back to you very soon that the BIG 
Love trailer has been purchased, and our 
first family has benefited.

B.I.G. Love Monthly 
Pledge Drive and 

Cookbook and T-shirt Order Form

For all of our 2009 monthly contributors, we 
will mail your BIG Love calendar in January. 

Thank you!

Number of Cookbooks ($20 each):

Number of B.I.G. Love Shirts ($12):

Circle sizes needed: YM   YL   AS   AM   AL   AXL   A2XL

Number of Love One Love All Shirt ($15 each):

Circle sizes needed: YM   YL   AS   AM   AL   AXL   A2XL   

For shipping prices, add $4 for one item, $6 for two, $8 for three, 

 $10 for four, etc. 

Total amount paid: 

For credit card payment (circle one): 

Visa   Discover   Amex   Mastercard

Card#: Exp. Date:

Make checks payable to BIG Love Cancer Care. 

You may also purchase the cookbooks or shirts online 

www.biglovecancercare.org using your Paypal account.

Name:

Address:

City: State/Zip:

E-mail: 
qYes, I would like to support BIG Love monthly 

starting in January 2009.  For ease of giving, you may sign up to give 

through Paypal, direct electronic depsoit, check or credit card. If you would 

like to use your credit card, please complete the card information below. 

thank you



In Loving Memory

Donations in Honor or Memory of Someone Special

Your Name:  ___________________________________  Donation Amount: ___________
Send To: ____________________________ At: ________________________________
In Honor Of: _________________________ (or) In Memory Of: ______________________

Send your memorial gift to B.I.G. Love Cancer Care in the attached envelope.
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A Testimony of Big Love
WeLovinglyRemember...
Malachi Schaefer 
by Kerri Schaefer and Rhonda Mogford
Alex Catherine Pope 
by Pat Pope 
Brooke A. Phillips 
by Butch and Pat Atkins, Carol Hynes and 
New Quest EMS.
Betty Sue Goldberg 
by Sherilyn and Sheridan Steel and Bill Shanks
Dewayne Wood 
by Chaney and Jessica Phillips

“I just wanted to let you know that I am 
doing mother’s day totes for the oncology 
floor here in North Carolina. Your story 
inspired me so much that I wanted to do the 
same thing here, and I am FINALLY doing 
it. I am SO excited about it. I volunteer on 
the oncology floor at the children’s hospital 
and I love it. And you want to know what 
started all of this...the carepages! God 
brings glory out of trials!”

Ryan James Williams AKA Batman, was a rough and tough little boy who loved 
to wrestle, and of course, watch Adam West Batman movies. He was diagnosed with 
stage four Neuroblastoma on October 12, 2005 just a few days after celebrating his 3rd 
Birthday. When Ryan first lost his hair during treatment, he was not worried about 
it. For now, the Batman symbol could be painted across his bare head and his now 
sleek head made it much easier to slip on his batman mask with speed.  The masked 

crusader was well known in the hallways of TCH by nurses and doctors. He was not only strikingly handsome, 
but he also kept the halls safe from all evil villains as he patrolled them consistently on his Bat Mobile. On July 
9, 2008, Batman was welcomed into heaven. In looking up the definition of a super hero in the dictionary, it 
defines Ryan James Williams perfectly. An all powerful hero having extraordinary abilities with noted feats of 
courage and nobility.  His big, beautiful smile, sweet spirit and heroic heart will be greatly missed. 

Nicole Lynn Armand was born in Galveston, Texas on November 28, 1991. Nicole attended Brazoswood 
High School where she was a cheerleader and a member of the choir. On April 25, 2006 Nicole was 
diagnosed with Ewing’s Sarcoma. Nicole’s primary tumor site was found in the 9th rib with involvement 
in one of her lungs. She went through countless months of treatment, which included chemotherapy and a 
very extensive surgery. Nicole had a positive and upbeat attitude. A smile was always present and even when 
the nurses would stick her with needles, she would smile and say thank you. Nicole’s favorite 
quote was “God created you so you could make your life count, not so you could count the 
days of your life.” She participated in Habitat for Humanity, Walk for Life and loved her job at 
His Love Christian Counseling. Nicole had an unwavering faith in God and had an amazing 
gift of grace and love.  It was her dream to eventually pursue a career in medicine. And 
although she did not possess formal training or an education in medicine, her life and spirit 
were like a healing medicine to all who knew her. Nicole Lynn Armand, 16, went to be with 
her Lord on Friday, August 15, 2008 after losing her long and courageous battle with Ewing’s 
Sarcoma.



Big Love Cancer Care
P.O. Box 10386

El Dorado, AR 71730
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Thank You’s
Mr. and Mrs. Blewster/Blewster’s Antiques, 
Wayne and Tori Wiggins, Mike and Theresa 
Hammonds, Karla Darden, Joe and Robin 
Haidacher, Scott and Mary Hargrave, Kirk and Leesa Green, Charlotte 
Mayes, Mary Nell Benton, New Quest EMS, Susan Rumph, Barbara 
Greenay, Pat Pope, Mimi’s Café Little Rock, Rx Catering Little Rock, 
Nuria Bran, Lynsey Colvin, and Butch and Pat Atkins.

.

jessica@biglovecancercare.org    www.biglovecancercare.org

“We cannot all do great things but we can do 
small things with great love.”  Mother Teresa


